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5000 or 6000, including pikes. We lost ten killed and forty-five wounded, besides Major Daniel, Captain de Villers, and Lieutenant Green. I pursued the rebels till they dispersed. Whilst we were pursuing a messenger came up to me with the news of the arrival of the two regiments under Lord Dalhousie. It was now near eight o'clock; too late to proceed. I took post for the night on the ground where the action had begun. The Light Infantry showed great courage. I was much gratified by the confidence they seemed to place in me, and the turn which my arrival gave; but, from want of officers and experience to form quickly, they fought at great disadvantage. On the 2ist I continued my march to Taghmou. On the road two men, one in red with a white handkerchief in his hand, were seen galloping up to us. They proved to be persons from Wexford, one a Militia officer who had been taken prisoner some time before. They delivered a letter from Lord Kingsbury, who had also fallen into the hands of the rebels, stating that the inhabitants of Wexford offered to lay down their arms upon condition of their lives and property being secured to them, that they had delivered many arms to him and the ancient mayor. They two were in possession of the town. A paper to the same purpose was also delivered from Mr. Keogh, the rebel governor. I made no answer to the proposals, having no authority to treat, but I determined, instead of stopping at Taghmou, according to my orders, to proceed to Wexford, and, without entering it, to take such a position on the outside of it as would give me command of it until General Johnstone or General Lake arrived.
The road, a few miles from Taghmou, leads along the side of the mountain called Forth. I perceived upon the summit of it crowds of people. I began to suspect some trick, as with my glass I could perceive that they were armed. I halted for some time, and sent on a strong advanced guard, with orders to gain cautiously the top of the mountain, and to continue upon it until the main body, baggage, &c., had passed the low road. I followed with the column at such distance as to be able to support the